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mind, during which any act of madness mny bo uommittod. ... If tho sectional dissensions only ivstud upon rnal or allowed grievances, lliey could bo readily soltlod, but I fear tlioy are deeper and stronger. You can now oloso your connection with tho summary with honor and credit to yourself, for nil who know you speak well of your conduct, whilo by remaining you not only involve yourself, but bring trouble upon tlioso gt'iilloinon who recommended you.
" Ii in :i natl state of nffuirs, but it is noverthoh'ss true, that if tlio conventions of tho southern stales mako anything more than a paper secession, hostile collisions will occur, and probably a separation between the froo and tlio blnvo slutc's. Yon can judge wlusllior it. is at all probable that the possession of this capital, tho conunoroo of tho Mississippi, tho control of tho turritoritta, and tlio natural rivalry of onragod sections, can bo arranged without war. In that ovont, you cannot servo in Louisiana against your family and kin in Ohio. Tho baro possibility of such a contingency, it seoins to mo, rondors your duty plain, to mako a frank statement to all the gentlemen oonnoctod with you, and with good fooling closo your engagement. If tho storm slml! blow over, your uoursu will strengthen you with every man whoso good opinion you desire; if not, you will escape humiliation.
" Whan you roturn to Ohio, I will write you freely about your roturn to tho army, not so difliuiilt a task as you imagine."
General Sherman fclion wrote mo as follows:
AT.EXANHUIA, LA., December, 1861.
Evonta horo seoni hastening to a conclusion. Doubtless you know more of tho ovonts in Louisiana than I do, as I am in an out-of-the-way pluoo. But tho special session of the legislature was so unanimous in arming tlio state nnd culling ti convention that little doubt remains that Louisiana will, on the 23rd of January, follow tho other acceding stales. Governor Mooro takes tlio plain sland that tho state must not submit to a 'black Republican Presidenl.' Mmi horo luivo ceased to reason ; they soom to eon-oodo that slavory is unsafe in a confederacy with northern states, and that now is tho time ; no UHO of longer delay. All concessions, all attempts to remonstrate, soom at an end.
A rumor snys thnt Major Andi'rson, my old captain (brother of Charles Andorson, now of Texas, formerly of Dayton and Cincinnati, Lar/, William and John, all of Ohio), has spiked the guns of Fort Moultrie, destroyed It, and taken refuge in Sum tor. Thm is right. Sumter Is in mid-clmniiul, approachable only in boats, whereas Moullrio is old, weak, and easily approaohod under cover. If Major Andorson can hold out till relieved and supported by stoam frigates, South Carolina will find herself unablo to control hot- commerce, and will fool, for tlio first time in her existence, that she can't <lo us sho ploasoa. . . .
A tolngrapli dispatch, addressed to me at Alexandria, could bo mailed tit Now Orlunns, and roach mo in throe days from Washington.y stir up tUoiv slaves to insurrection. I still hope that no stale will follow In the wake of South Carolina ; then tho weakness of her position will soon bring her back again or subject her to ridicule and insignificance.
